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COVID-19, the trial for human greed 

Limited resources and unlimited wants.  A problem which humans seldomly paid any attention 
until recently.  

An outbreak of 2019 novel coronavirus diseases (COVID-19) in Wuhan, China has spread quickly 
nationwide. Like many respiratory viruses, including flu, Covid-19 can be spread in tiny droplets 
released from the nose and mouth of an infected person as they cough. With more than 339,000 
affected in over 150 countries worldwide, the pandemic has an enormous social and economic 
impact that is visible in this globalized world.  

National and international reactions help to understand just how big the influence of the virus is on 
the daily lives of people who live in a world where nations are strongly connected with each other. 
Companies, no matter how big, have had to experience the consequences of these connections. 
Apple had to stop their productions in China as factories had to be closed for a while. Other 
businesses lost so much money due to the lack of income that they became bankrupt. People have 
been losing their jobs and supermarkets have to deal with a limited quantity of products. For normal 
consumers, this limitation has been unthinkable before. Empty shelves and the constant fear of not 
having enough toilet paper to survive for the next time display the extraordinary situation mankind 
has found themselves in.  
Furthermore, the lack of proper health systems and the ignorance of humans are now more 
transparent than ever before. Denying the severity of the virus has led to war-like conditions in 
countries like Italy. Military tanks are driving through the cities with corpses inside as the morgues 
have no capacities left.  Nearly 60.000 people are currently suffering from COVID-19 in Italy and 
ca. 5,500 have already passed away. The numbers worldwide underline that the deaths are just 
increasing and families, friends and neighbours everywhere are confronted by scenarios no one 
wishes to witness. Governments try to isolate and prevent further infections by declaring lockdowns 
and hundreds of thousands of people have to stay in quarantain.  

Social distancing has become a new lifestyle of many. It may sound depressing at first to be told that 
meeting up with friends and going to your weekly club activities is strictly forbidden, but there are 
many positive aspects humanity can learn from taking a break. Being thrown into a time where 
Internet connections are almost always available and Skype is only a mouseclick away is helping to 
keep in touch with friends and family all over the globe. Moreover, News and critical information 
can immediately be shared in order to save lives, e.g. China can help other countries to prevent 
making the same mistakes when it comes to the virus. Globalisation can also lead to community and 
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integrity as it can be seen by Italian people who are standing on their balconies and sing together. 
Hashtags and live concerts via Instagram support the spreading of the importance of staying at 
home and that no one has to face this crisis alone and therefore a global 'togetherness' is created. A 
bonus point is that the environment can also take a small break from mass tourism and even the 
smog in China nearly vanished while millions stayed in their homes.  

All in all, humanity can use the pandemic as a chance to finally tackle important problems like 
health systems and environmental sustainability. In addition to that, people can start to really think 
about what they actually need in their lives and what could be reduced to live happier. Nevertheless, 
people should also think about why it takes the death of our surroundings to start seeing our 
problematic behavior. 


