
A poem in times of this crisis Ann-Kathrin Böhnke Q2 

In times of crisis, art can not only help us to express specific emotions or thoughts but it can 

be a way to appeal to others. By writing a poem, dealing with this topic felt totally different. 

Rather than using specific strategies, I only concentrated on my emotions and how to 

express them. Still, poetry is also a way to convince someone of a specific idea, to criticize or 

to make people aware of something. Poetry is a way of expressing yourself that should not 

be underestimated.  

 

A call for solidarity 

Separated but never alone 

distant but not on your own  

A virus threatening our lives  

as solidarity must be intensified 

It is not a me, it is not a you 

It should be unity that we pursue 

Sickness and death are everywhere 

Don’t look away but be aware 

It may not be for you and it may not be for me 

but it will be for the burdened and for the elderly  

Put egoism and apathy aside 

as we walk down this path side by side 

so distance yourself and act respectfully 

and remember the call for solidarity. 

 

With this poem I wanted to express the necessity of solidarity in connection with coronavirus. 

In times of crisis there is no space for egoism and apathy. If you don’t care for yourself you 

should at least be responsible and think of the others. In this case, especially people with 

pre-existing diseases and the elderly who are at risk. People have to change their priorities 

and show respect and solidarity towards each other. This poem directs the ones who may 

not be aware of the urgency of the situation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


